[Teleradiographic analysis of velopharyngeal insufficiency in CATCH 22 association].
The CATCH 22 association (Cardiac defect, Abnormal facies, Thymic hypoplasia, Cleft palate, Hypocalcemia) combines certain signs common to various syndromes (Di-George syndrome, velocardiofacial syndrome, etc.) in combination with a 22q11 chromosomal microdeletion. Velopharyngeal insufficiency can be a complementary sign, or even a presenting sign of this chromosomal anomaly. After clinical examination of these patients, velopharyngeal insufficiency appeared to be due to a deep nasopharynx rather than to a short soft palate. We therefore reviewed 11 patients with teleradiography. We studied the length of the soft palate, the depth of the nasopharynx, the ratio of the depth of the nasopharynx over the length of the soft palate, and we compared our results with those observed in reference populations. The results demonstrate nasopharyngeal disproportion with a normal length of the soft palate and increased depth of the nasopharynx. This anatomical finding therefore encourages us to propose sphincteroplasty rather than velopharyngoplasty.